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SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERSB
Before

Activity	1:		A Real Pirate
Here is a picture of Captain Flint the pirate.  Try to label all of the garments he is 
wearing.  The list of items are in the box beneath him.

1º & 2º E.S.O. 

Treasure Island is a play about pirates and sailors who go to find 
treasure.  This book is going to help you learn some of the words in 
English about the sea, boats, pirates and treasure islands.  Have you ever read 
any stories about pirates or have you seen any films?  Tell your partner 
about one of these stories and then share it with the class.

“Aha!!! My name is 
Captain Flint!  I am a 
famous pirate of the high 
seas!  I am 85 years old, 
but I am still as strong as 
ever.  On my shoulder is 
my parrot called Stanley.  
My sword is very sharp 
and I can hang a man from 
my hook! Yes…. you 
would be a fool to cross 
me!”

• HOOK
• WOODEN LEG
• SWORD
• BEARD
• EARRING
• BARBOSSA HAT

• SKULL AND CROSSBONES
• PARROTS
• BELT
• FEATHER
• EYE PATCH
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1º & 2º E.S.O. 

B SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERS
Before

Activity 1:  A Real Pirate

Now is your chance to invent your own pirate and tell us all about him or her. Think 
about what sort of character you want them to be.  What is their personality like?  
What do they like to do?  How might they look?  

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Below are some pirate phrases and their modern day translations.  Working in 
pairs, learn the phrases below and then try to have a conversation with your 
partner.  Pretend you have just set sail in a ship and talk about your voyage and 
what you might do.

Ahoy ï Hello
All hands hoay ï Everyone on the deck
Avast ye! ï Stop you! Pay attention!
Batten down the hatches ï A signal to prepare the ship for a storm at sea. 
Black jack ï A pirate flag.
Blimey! ï Something said when you are surprised!
Give no quarter ï Show no mercy 
Heave ho ï Instruction meaning put some strength into what you are doing. 
Old salt ï  A sailor who has a great deal of experience on the seas. 
Pieces of eight ï Spanish coins/money
Run a rig ï To play a trick
Scuttle - To sink a ship
Shiver me timbers! ï What you say when youôre shocked. 
Three sheets to the wind ï To be very drunk 
Walk the plank ï A punishment meaning someone has to walk off the side of a ship 
along a long plank.  The personôs hands were often tied so that they couldnôt swim.

Now is your chance to learn to speak like a pirate.  Below are some pirate phrases 
and their modern day translations.  Working in pairs, learn the phrases below and 
then try to have a conversation with your partner.  Pretend you have just set sail in 
a ship and talk about your voyage and what you might do.
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B SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERS
Before

1º & 2º E.S.O. 

Escape Room

1. What is Billy drinking at the start of the scene?

________________________________________

2. Who does Billy tell Jim never to trust?

________________________________________

3. When Black Dog arrives, what is he in search of?

________________________________________

4. What does Black Dog suggest is in the chest?

________________________________________

Activity	2: The Beginning

Listen carefully to Track 2 from Scene 1 of the play.  Your teacher will let you 
listen a few times.  Then try to answer the questions below.
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SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERSB
Before

Activity	3:		The	Synopsis

Read the paragraph below.  Some of the words have been jumbled up. Can you 
put the letters in the correct order so that the sentences make sense?

1º & 2º E.S.O. 

The Hispaniola was a famous sailing (1) ipsh. The captain of the boat 
was called Captain Smollet and he was a skilled (2) ailsor.  Billy Bones 
was an old (3) rpiaet.  He liked to (4) rkind rum and he lodged at the 
Inn where Jim Hawkins was working.  Jim was a nice and (5) inkd 
boy.  As Billy (6) deid he gave Jim a piece of paper, which leads him to 
go and find the treasure.  

The characters travel on the Hispaniola to find the treasure           
(7) sandli Onboard there was the Captain Smollet, the Doctor Livesey, 
Long John Silver the cook and Jim the cabin boy along with the other 
sailors.

Once they (8) rivera on the island, Silver tries to hatch a plan to steal 
the treasure.  He almost succeeds.  There is a lot of fighting, but in the end 
Jim travels (9) emoh with the treasure.

Now look again at the passage above. Some words are underlined. Try to find the 
synonyms for the underlined words from the words in the box below.  

(1) __________________
(2) __________________
(3) __________________
(4) __________________
(5) __________________
(6) __________________
(7) __________________
(8) __________________
(9) __________________  
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SESSION 2: UNDERSTANDING THE PLAY B
Before

1º & 2º E.S.O. 

Activity	4:		Treasure Map
Take a look!  Below is a map with lots of words from the play which have been 
muddled up.  The words are synonyms.  Can you draw lines on the map to match 
the pairs back together?  The first one has been done for you.  

(1) alive
(2) lost
(3) happy
(4) brave
(5) beginning

(6) friend
(7) rich
(8) adventure
(9) treasure
(10) sea

SURVIVED 

MISPLACED 

DELIGHTED 

STRONG 

START 

COMPANION 

WEALTHY

GOLD 

TRIP 

OCEAN 
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SESSION 2: UNDERSTANDING THE PLAYB
Before

Activity 5: With a hii hii hoo and hii hii hey 

Read	the	lyrics	of	the	song	below.		Look	up	any	words	you	don’t	know	in	the	dictionary.

Listen to TRACK 6. The song written below, which is sung in Scene 2. But 
careful, there are lines	that	have	been	added	to	the	first	two	verses.		Listen	first	once,	
then	listen	again	and	try	to	underline them.

 6

WITH A HII HII HOO AND A HII HII HEY  
With a hii hii hoo and a hii hii hey 

We’re bound to be close to the sea 
Our captain will stand on the bridge and 

sing Pirates are all we can be

Mother, mother ocean, 
Father, I'll come back, 
I have heard you call

You’ve seen it all, you’ve seen it all
I never felt this way before

I’ll stay with you to look for more.

With a hii hii hoo and a hii hii hey 
We’re bound to be close to the sea 

With black sails 
Our captain will stand on the bridge and 

sing Pirates are all we can be

No return, there is no goin’ back
You took me in a new direction,

Look for me and you will not return,       
you’re showin’ me a different way 

Now I’m in a situation,

With a hii hii hoo and a hii hii hey 
We’re bound to be close to the sea 

Our captain will stand on the bridge and 
sing Pirates are all we can be
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1º & 2º E.S.O. 

A SESSION 3: THE ENDING!
After

Activity 6: The end of the play and your impressions
Now get into partners or groups of three.  Take turns asking each other the following 
questions and using the sentences and vocabulary in this section to help you.

• Did you like play?
• What was your favourite part?
• Who was your favourite character?
• Which character would you like to play?

 I really enjoyed the play.  It was really:
- funny / exciting / dramatic / interesting.

I did not really like the play.  It was too:
- scary / boring / difficult to understand.

My favourite part of the play was when: 
- the characters were fighting
- they found the treasure
- the ending because Jim got the treasure.

I did not gave a favourite part.  I enjoyed everything!

My favourite character was: 
- Jim because he was young and honest and he deserved the

treasure.
- The Doctor because he was a hero and he was kind.
- Long John Silver because he was a clever pirate.
- Captain Smollet because he was a good sailor.

If I could be one of the characters I would play…
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A SESSION 3: THE ENDING!
After

Activity 7: Treasure Island Song 

Listen	to	TRACK	12, one song	 in	the	play.	 	 Complete	 the	 missing	 lines	 in	the	
song	, and	then	perform it to your classmates. Enjoy singing!

TREASURE ISLAND SONG

I don’t wish I could turn back time
____________________________________
Don’t look back, hold on to your spirit Keep 
____________________________________

Treasure Island
On a quest for gold we’ll sail the seven seas 

I can’t believe we’re on our way
____________________________________

I’m ready, why are you standing still?
Are you coming with me? – I know you will 

We can search the world together
Come on, baby, now or never 

Treasure Island
On a quest for gold we’ll sail the seven seas 

I can’t believe we’re on our way
____________________________________

I don’t wish I could turn back time
____________________________________
Don’t look back, hold on to your spirit Keep 
____________________________________

Treasure Island
On a quest for gold we’ll sail the seven seas 
____________________________________

We’re going there today

12
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A SESSION 3: THE ENDING!
After

Now that you have seen the play, who was your favourite character?  Why? 

My favourite character was……………………… because he/she 
was………………………………………

My favourite part was when he/she……………………………………..............................
................................………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………….......................................................................
..................................................................................................………………....................
............................................................................................................................................
Do you like the idea of playing your favourite character?
Yes/No, because…………………………………………………………………………………
………………………..……………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………….…………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………….................................….

• original
• entertaining
• interesting
• energetic
• sensitive
• creative
• realistic

Activity 8: A Review 
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