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SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERS

Activity 1: Synopsis
Read the synopsis of the play and answer the questions with your classmates.
Mary, Rob and Charlie try to create a time travel machine. Mary and Rob are
excited, but Charlie is sceptical about the outcome. Due to an incident Rob is
trapped in the machine, which seems to work! Mary and Charlie begin a journey into
the past and future in search of Rob. The prehistoric era, the English Baroque or the
next millennium will be some of the epochs they will be forced to travel through.

* INCIDENT: an unexpected and usually unpleasant thing that happens
* EPOCH: a particular period of time in history or a person's life
* SCEPTICAL: having doubts or reservations
* BAROQUE: is a style of architecture, music, dance, painting, sculpture and other arts that
flourished in Europe from the early 17th century until the 1740s

Do you think that time travel will be possible one day?

What kind of future do you imagine?

What qualities do you consider necessary to be a good scientist or
researcher and why?
A scientist or researcher should be….
•
•
•
•
•

teamworker
good loking
bold
shy
accurate

•
•
•
•
•

empathetic
sociable
independent
ambitious
cautious
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SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERS

Activity 2: The Characters
There are three main characters in the play: Charlie, Mary and Rob Read the following
three descriptions of the characters.
Mary

She is 15 years old. She is charming, proactive,
brave and firmly believes that the project will
succeed. She has a special relationship with Rob.

Charlie

He is the same age as the others. He's always getting
into trouble. And sometimes, he is too indecisive. His
friends will have to rescue him.

Rob

He is in love with a girl and wants to confess his
feelings to her. They both share the same dream job.
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Now match the following sentences to your character, applying the Reported Speech.

• I'm not sure this is going to work.

• You are such a coward. I'll go!

• What should I do, guys? Should I try to go find them? Should I stay here?

• (To Mary.)(In a romantic tone.) It would be really good if I die by your side.

• (To humanoid robots.) You think you are cool, but do you know what you
guys really are? Two jerks!

• As I told you before, I love you.

• I love you too but... We are friends. And we have so many friends in
common.

5
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SESSION 1: SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERS

Activity 3: Sequence of Events

Number the sentences from 1 to 7 in the order you think they happen in the play.

Charlie is skeptical and jokes with the machine.
Charlie will have to be rescued by his friends in the future.
Charlie and Mary decide to go find Rob.
At the beginning, the friends work on building a time machine.
Rob tries to confess his love to Mary in prehistory.
Charlie and Rob argue. Rob is trapped inside the machine.
Mary and Rob inspire Shakespeare to write a great play.

What difficulties do you think they will encounter in their journey through time?
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SESSION 2: UNDERSTANDING THE PLAY

Activity 1. Shakespeare
What do you know about William Shakespeare? Look up information about
England's most famous author and answer the following questions.

1. William Shakespeare was…
a. a famous English poet and playwright
b. a famous English singer and songwriter
c. a famous English scientist and inventor
2. Shakespeare lived…
a. from 1664 to 1716
b. from 1864 to 1916
c. from 1564 to 1616
3. He was born in a town in England called…
a. London
b. Stratford-upon-Avon
c. Oxford
4. How many plays did Shakespeare write?
a. 37
b. 27
c. 17
5. Shakespeare´s play, Romeo and Juliet is…
a. a comedy
b. a history
c. a tragedy
6. At the time when Shakespeare lived…
a. only women were allowed to be actors
b. only men were allowed to be actors
c. both men and women were allowed to be actors
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SESSION 2: UNDERSTANDING THE PLAY

7. How many common English words did Shakespeare invent?
a. more than 170
b. more than 700
c. more than 1700
8. What is the name of the famous theatre in London where many of
Shakespeare´s plays were performed?
a. The Globe Theatre
b. The World Theatre
c. The Earth Theatre

William Shakespeare is believed to have influenced the English language
more than any other writer in history. He invented over 1700 common words by
changing nouns into verbs, changing verbs into adjectives, connecting words
never before used together, adding prefixes and suffixes, and introducing
completely original words too.

• Below are some of the words that Shakespeare invented. Do you know their
meanings?

bedroom
blanket
elbow
fashionable
luggage
lonely
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SESSION 2: EXPRESS YOURSELF

Activity 2: Keep Calm
Complete the missing line of the song Keep Calm (Track 2). Then, present it
to your classmates.

KEEP CALM!

Listen to your heartbeat
You’ll be higher
__________________
You’ll be stronger
We keep calm
We keep calm
We keep calm
We keep calm

2

Listen to your heartbeat
The feeling will guide you
Don’t go in slow motion
__________________
We keep calm
We keep calm
We keep calm
We keep calm

_________________
You’ll be higher

Listen to your heartbeat
You’ll be higher

Follow your emotions
You’ll be stronger

Follow your emotions
__________________

We keep calm
We keep calm

We keep calm
We keep calm
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SESSION 3: THE ENDING

Activity 1: Stop! Space Police
Read the scene where Charlie travels through time (Scene 3).

Choose the correct answers.
1. Where does Charlie travel through time?
a. into the past
b. into the present
c. into the future
2. What first impresses Charlie about the future?
a. the skycrapers
b. the neon light
c. the humanoid robots
3. What does Charlie think about the future?
a. It's scary
b. It's scary and weird
c. It's scary, weird but funny
4. What do humanoid robots of the future think of the name Charlie?
a. It's an interesting name
b. They hadn't heard it before.
c. It's an old fashioned name
5. What does Charlie think of the humanoid robots?
a. They look like idiots
b. They are friendly
c. He needs time to judge them

10
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SESSION 3: THE ENDING

The future will be...
Subject + will + verb + complement
Subject + will + not + verb + complement
Will + subject + verb + complement?
What do you imagine for the future? Write down your vision of the future in relation
to one of the following elements:
• the school
• the transport
• care for the environment
In the short term...

In the medium term...

In the long term...

Imagine that you are the author of the play.
• What era would you like the characters to travel back in time to? Why?
• Would they meet a famous person? Which one would it be?

Discuss these question with your classmates.
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SESSION 3: THE ENDING

Activity 2: Synonyms
Look at the dialogue from the end of the play, when Mary and Rob meet
Shakespeare (Scene 6).
Read it as a class.
Choose a synonym for each of the underlined words from the list below and write
it on the corresponding line.
TO ACCORD - THEATRICAL - IN ANY CASE - TALE TO CONTINUE - TO MODIFY - TO ASSUME - USEFUL
- TIP - TO STAY CALM

ROB:

Yeah, they wouldn't (1) _______ (TO ACCORD)

MARY:

I (2) __________. (TO ASSUME)

ROB:

But... Who cares? I love you. Nothing should come between us, Mary. I will always
fight for you. (He is getting very(3) ___________ (THEATRICAL))

MARY:

Rob, (4) __________ (TO STAY CALM), there's someone looking at us.

SHAKESPEARE: No, don’t worry. (5) _________ (TO CONTINUE) like that. Now I have an idea.
ROB:

Idea?

SHAKESPEARE:

Yes, my name is William Shakespeare, I am a writer and right now I'm out of ideas.

MARY:

William Shakespeare?

SHAKESPEARE: Yes, I think I should (6) ________ (TO MODIFY) my name. It is very difficult to
remember...
ROB:

I don't think so.
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SESSION 3: THE ENDING

(7) __________ (IN ANY CASE). Two youngsters who love each other against all
odds. What is your name boy?

ROB:

My name is Rob...

SHAKESPEARE:

You're gonna be Romeo. Sounds good. And you?

MARY:

My name is Juliet.

SHAKESPEARE:

Oh! Romeo and Juliet! Sounds really, really good. I think it could be a great play.

ROB:

It will be, for sure.

SHAKESPEARE: Bye guys, you helped me a lot. I need to write the (8) ________ (TALE).
MARY:

Did that really happen?

ROB:

I think so, but we need to go to the future. Charlie is waiting for us.

MARY:

Willy!!

SHAKESPEARE: Yes?
MARY:

Do you want a good (9) ________ (TIP) to write your stories?

ROB:

What are you doing?

SHAKESPEARE: Of course Juliet.
MARY:

To be or not to be, Willy. That is the question.

SHAKESPEARE: Yes indeed. Thanks a lot guys. You were very (10) _______ (USEFUL).
Now read the dialogue again using the synonyms.

What Happens Next?

In the previous activity, you read an extract from the play where Rob declares his love for
Mary and they meet to Shakespeare. What do you think will happen next? ¿Will
Rob and Mary start a relationship? ¿Will Charlie be rescued? ¿Will Shakespeare write
a great play? Give reasons for your answers.
Discuss your ideas as a class. Use these structures to help you…
I think that …
Mary and Rob may / might / could …
It is possible that …
Perhaps …
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SESSION 4: EXPRESS YOURSELF

Activity 1: What did you think?
Now that you have seen the play, let´s talk about the experience….

What was your general impression of the play?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
because…

What did you like the most?

The best part was…
The funniest part was…
The most entertaining part was…
The most enjoyable part was…

funny
exciting
boring
entertaining
clever
enjoyable
interesting
silly
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SESSION 4: EXPRESS YOURSELF
Activity 2: Write your own review!
Imagine you are a journalist for your local newspaper. You have to write a review of
the play giving your opinion about the following …

• The plot

• The costumes

• The actors

• The scenery

• The script

• The music

Below is the opening paragraph of the review. Continue with your own thoughts
and ideas.

One of the perks of my job as an entertainment journalist is being invited to the
opening of new theatre productions. Last night, I was a VIP guest at the first
performance of TIME TRAVEL, a fun-filled story of love, science fiction and
suspense…
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SESSION 4: EXPRESS YOURSELF
Activity 3: Your turn!
Now it’s your chance to be actors! In small groups perform this scene from
the play for your classmates.

EXTRACT 1
(Mary appears on stage.)
ROB:

Aaaaahhh!

MARY:

Rob! It's me, Mary.

ROB:

Mary, what are you doing here?

MARY:

I came here to look for you.

ROB:

We are in the prehistoric era. How can we get away from here?

MARY:

It seems we’re in an escape room.

(A loud noise.)
BOTH:

Aaah!

MARY:

Thank God, at least we’re together.

ROB:

It would be really good if I die by your side.

MARY:

Don't say that you jinx.

ROB:

I'm sure we'll make it back home.

(They're about to kiss.)
ROB:

Mary, I think I love you.

MARY:

Oh, Rob!

(A noise is heard.)
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SESSION 4: EXPRESS YOURSELF
EXTRACT 2
CHARLIE:

Where am I? Is this the future? Oh, this is so scary. Wow! Look at all those
skyscrapers. They look like they’re flying. How on Earth am I going to find my
friends here? I'll look over there. (He goes to the audience.)
Oh look there are so many people in this place. They look very weird. They look
like they're robots.
Are you robots? The robots are coming this way. Let me see. Yes, they're
robots.

KP2:

Who are you?

CHARLIE:

Who? Me?

TP9:

Yes, you.

CHARLIE:

My name is Charlie.

TP9:

Charlie? (She laughs.)

KP2:

This is the most old-fashioned name I’ve ever heard.

CHARLIE:

Do not mess with my name.

KP2:

Look at the way he dresses.

TP9:

He just came out from a picture in the National Gallery.

CHARLIE:

Don´t laugh at me!!

TP9:

Where are you from?

CHARLIE:

I am from Leeds, England.

KP2:

What are you doing here?

CHARLIE:

Where am I?

KP2:

This is London, man.

CHARLIE:

London!! Wow! It looks different.

TP9:

What are you doing here?

CHARLIE:

I'm looking for my friends. They were lost.

OTHER SHOWS
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DR. JEKYLL & MR. HIDE (In English)
LE PETIT PRINCE (En Français)
LAS AVENTURAS DE TOM SAWYER
EL LAZARILLO DE TORMES
EL PERRO DEL HORTELANO
LUCES DE BOHEMIA
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